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Letter from District Manager Darrin Tangeman
Welcome to Pueblo West Metropolitan District’s new Annual Report. 2016

on Facebook and Twitter, and implementing a community relations

was a year of community growth, an increasing emphasis on economic

module (CRM) called MyPuebloWest. We are especially proud of our new

development, and improved transparency and community engagement in

CRM that significantly improves the way residents submit and track ser-

Pueblo West. Our community’s single family home construction doubled

vice requests and share concerns with the Metro District. I encourage

from 2015, and we initiated efforts to begin recruitment, retention, and

you to learn more about Pueblo West and stay attuned to those issues

expansion of businesses in Pueblo West. We also significantly increased

that are important to our residents. As always, please do not hesitate to

transparency by launching a new website at pueblowestmetro.com, live

contact us if you have a question or issue of concern.

streaming public meetings on Periscope, expanding social media coverage

Transparent and Accountable
Lean Government

revenues

Pueblo West Metropolitan District operates one of the

59.6%

taxes

leanest local governments in Colorado, yet still provides robust services to over 30,000 residents. What exactly is Pueblo
West? Pueblo West is a special district form of government,
not a city. This classification recognizes Pueblo West as a

Commercial and residential property

35.2%

Revenues from other governments
(state and county aid)

5.2%

Fees from the sale and rental of
assets, licenses, permits, and

quasi-municipal local government governed by Title 32,

registrations

Article 1 of the Colorado Revised Statutes. Pueblo West
was formed to perform local government functions

expenses

outlined in the District’s service plan. These services include

0.5%

Transfer out

2.4%

Debt payments

3.8%

Intergovernmental charges

6.3%

Employee benefits

10.6%

General government

covenant enforcement, fire protection, parks and recreation, public works, and water and wastewater utilities.
Law enforcement and the municipal court services are
provided by Pueblo County.

(administration, finance,
purchasing, human resources)

sales tax comparison
Total sales tax collected in each jurisdiction:
Pueblo West		

3.9%*

City of Pueblo		

7.4%

Pueblo County		

3.9%

City of Colorado Springs

8.32%

City of Fountain		

8.88%

El Paso County		

4.13%

City of Canon City		

7.4%

City of Florence		

7.9%

Fremont County		

5.4%

* Pueblo West does not receive sales tax revenue.
Sales tax collected within Pueblo West goes to Pueblo County and the State.
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8.1%

Parks and Recreation

30.1%

Public Works

18.4%

Capital outlay
(to acquire, maintain, repair, or
upgrade capital assets)

19.7%

Fire Department

For an interactive experience, please visit our
online “Financial Transparency Center” to learn
more about Pueblo West’s current financial overview and historical figures.
Go to www.pueblowestmetro.com and click on
“Financial Transparency Center”.

Looking to the future...
In November 2016, Pueblo West voters passed ballot initiative 5A asking for a TABOR
timeout to fund the design, construction, and maintenance of a new community pool
and aquatic facility. In addition, staff are busy looking for innovative ways to build
more trails and parks on the north side of Hwy 50 through private and public grants
and partnerships. The future is bright and healthy in Pueblo West!

Economic Development business retention, expansion and attraction

Pueblo West is dedicated to helping your business thrive in our community. Whether an established business, an entrepreneur looking to start here, or a
company looking to relocate, we can help you make your business a success. Our goal is to recruit, retain, and expand businesses in Pueblo West.

pueblo west is growing

real estate available

During 2016, the Committee of Architecture

Looking to relocate your business? Pueblo West has dozens of prime

approved the design and construction of:

commercial and industrial zoned properties available:

141 Single Family Homes

25 small neighborhood business properties zoned B-1

6 Multi-Family Homes

86 retail business sites zoned B-4

9 Commercial Structures

17 light industrial lots zoned I-2

welcoming environment
Our business friendly environment attracts industries looking for

recreation, and many of the amenities of a larger city. The highly skilled

a reliable skilled workforce, easy access to Interstate 25 and

workforce in Pueblo West is bolstered by local trade training and higher

Highway 50, and a heavy rail spur. Located in southern Colorado 10

education offered through both Pueblo Community College and Colorado

minutes west of the City of Pueblo and 30 minutes south of Colorado

State University-Pueblo. Pueblo West is located adjacent to Lake Pueblo

Springs, Pueblo West boasts a reasonable cost of living, high performing

State Park, one of the most visited recreational lakes in Colorado

District 70 public schools, spectacular mountain views, year-long outdoor

offering fishing, boating, camping, and hunting.

QUALITY OF LIFE

Parks and Recreation at a glance...

Pueblo West is minutes away from some of the best fishing, boat-

Seven Parks:

ing, water skiing, hiking, horseback riding, and mountain biking

Cattail Crossing Park
Civic Center Park
Golden Guardian Park
Lovell Park
Memorial Recreation Park
Pixie Park
Waggin’ Tail Dog Park

Colorado

has

to

offer,

and

just

down

the

road

from

attractions like Lake Pueblo State Park, the Royal Gorge Bridge
and

Park,

and

the

Historic

Arkansas

Riverwalk

of

Pueblo.

Pueblo West is a great place to live and raise a family. With seven recre-

16 miles of maintained
recreation trails
3.75 Acre Fishing pond
Skateboard park
Swimming Pool
splashpad

ation parks, a 3.75 acre fishing pond, 16 miles of maintained recreation
trails, an 18 hole golf course in the heart of the community, and 300
days of sunshine each year, Pueblo West has many options for an active
outdoor and healthy lifestyle. Pueblo West residents love our community
for it’s the low and continually declining crime rate and high performing
Pueblo County School District 70 public schools.

Recreation Programs & SPorts Leagues
Parks and Recreation offers a variety of sports and recreation programs

If you desire an alternative to traditional public schools, Pueblo West is

for youth and adults alike. Some of the most popular programs are adult

home to Swallows Charter Academy, a kindergarten through 12th grade

softball, karate, swim lessons, youth dance classes, tennis lessons, and

charter school. Also Pueblo County School District 70 plans to break

spring and fall youth sports leagues.

ground on a kindergarten through 12th grade Science Technology Engi-

Park Reservations & Facility Rentals

neering and Math (STEM)-Maker charter school on Pueblo West’s north
side in the next two years.

Plan your next party, family reunion, or community event at
one of our many park pavilions. With pavilions ranging in occupancy from 25 to 300, there is a facility for every size of event.
Visit pueblowestmetro.com and click on “Reserve a Facility”.

Pueblo West Metropolitan DIstrict at a glance
Vision Statement: Pueblo West will be a leading metropolitan district valuing sustainable
development, opportunity, and partnerships, which foster a healthy environment and superior quality of life.
Mission Statement: Pueblo West promotes and preserves the quality of life by providing exceptional services, economic growth, and community development in a manner that
strengthens public trust and confidence in the Metropolitan District.

pueblo west fire department
The Pueblo West Fire Department is responsible for
providing emergency services and peace of mind to
the residents and visitors of our community through
response, mitigation, planning, training, and public

The District provides these services to over
30,000

residents

and

property

owners:

Public Works
Water Utilities
Fire Protection
Committee of Architecture
Parks & Recreation
Administration
Community Development

49 Square Miles
105 full-time
Employees
5 Part-Time
Employees
30,655 total population

Over 430 miles of water lines and 110 miles of sewer lines run throughout the District.

education.
During 2016, a total of 2,889 calls for service were
received. Of those, 2,142 were EMS responses and 747
were Fire related responses.
Pueblo West Fire Department consists of:
21 Full-time firefighters
26 Volunteer firefighters and support services personnel
2 Manned fire stations, and 1 unmanned fire station
4 Engines
1 Ladder truck

The Utilities Department processed 1,871 million gallons of surface water in 2016.

1 Light rescue truck

The Public Works Department is responsible for maintaining over 400 miles of roadway.

1 HazMat truck

The Committee of Architecture issued 474 violation letters, of which 435 were corrected,
and 23 violation litigations were filed for non-compliance.

Contact Us

District Manager, Darrin Tangeman, dtangeman@pwmd-co.us
Communications & Engagement Director, Jay-Michael Baker, jbaker@pwmd-co.us
Community Development Director, Laurie Cozzetto, lcozzetto@pwmd-co.us
District Administration Office
109 East Industrial Blvd.
Pueblo West, CO 81007
Phone: 719.547.7000
Email: publiccom@pwmd-co.us
Online: www.pueblowestmetro.com

2 Medical units
3 Brush trucks
3 Command vehicles

Board of Directors
Barbara Bernard........Term: May 2014 - May 2018
Mark Carmel.............Term: May 2014 - May 2018
Mike French..............Term: May 2016 - May 2020
Judy Leonard............Term: May 2014 - May 2018
Terry Zupan..............Term: May 2016 - May 2020

Follow us on Social Media

Stay Connected! District Board of Directors meetings are broadcasted LIVE via Periscope at 6 p.m. each second and fourth Tuesday of the month.
Facebook: @pueblowestmetro
Twitter: @PuebloWestMetro									www.pueblowestmetro.com

