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-4-

i

We are faced with a daÍly struggle over zoning and
building regulations within Pueblo West. There are certain private covenants on the land which are extremely

hard

to

enforce. Any attempt

to

íÃsrùx&ilsùiff
Hair Sfy/es

Hair Styling for
the Whole Family

delays.

SK/N CABE PRODUCTS
BLOWERS
DFYFRS
/RONS, ErC.

At the present time, we pay a permit fee to the county
for each home or building buill in Pueblo West. As a Cíty, these fees would be collected by us and would be

used

to

operate the department.

lt

tu)'

enforce these

covenants may result in a civil action in the courts,
which can be most costly and in reality, most often
takes years to resolve or we are forced to compromise
the covenants that are supposed to be there to protect
us. Under a Home Rule City, these covenants could be
made a part of the building and zoning code allowing for
quicker and more positive results without the costly

would not

be

necessary to add a tax burden on the community. We
would also have our own building ¡nspector who would
only have to take care of Pueblo West. At the present
time, the building inspectors have to drive throughout
the county,and this hinders them in their attempt to perform their jobs the way they would like.

Our community is masterplanned and zoned for our
protection. A local zoning board would be present to see
that this masterplan was not compromised.
There is also an urgent need for police protect¡on in
Pueblo West. As a City we could be able to deal with th¡s
problem. Needless to say, this must be approached with
due care and consideration. All avenues must be considered due to the potential cost of such a department.
We presently have a z4-hour dispatch service which
would be able to cover the dispatching of police
vehicles. The questions that would need answering are
as follows: Should we contract with the Sheriff to handle the police duties for the city until we reach a certain
population? Should we hire two or three police officers
of our own? Should we supplement our own police force
with a select volunteer force? There are many ways that
we could possibly go. There is also a federal program to
assist in the funding of equipment which would require

All Home Care Needs/
Shampoos, Conditioners, etc.
Phone 547-2589

Hair Styling
for the Whole Family
Hours: Mon., Tues,, Wed,, 9.5 / Thurs., Frl., 9.8 / Sal., 8.2
279 S. Joe Martln€z / Puoblo W6sl Shopping Cent€r

t

SHUTTERBUG
CAMERA SHOP

Pueblo Mall

0

Featuring a full line of
cameras, photographic equipment
and supplies.
3223 Dillon Drive

Business: 542-4654

Pueblo, Colorado 81008

review.

As a young community looking for growth, we must
avail ourselves of any and all programs that will ass¡st
us. The most important of these programs are federal
and state. programs that provide financial assistance.
There are less than 20 such agencies providing funding
programs for Metropolitan Districts. There are over 100
such agencies which provide funding for municipalities.
We have recently witnessed a revenue bond sale in
the city of Pueblo and Pueblo County for new homes.
Due to the cost of the homes normally built in Pueblo
West, most of our homes did not qualify for those low interest rate loans. As a City we could implement such a
bond issue changing the provisions so people building
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Phone 547.3461

DRAPES BY INGRID
Custom Made Drapes

.

Free Esfimafes

Pueblo West, Colo. 81007

lngrid

ltzo

'139 Trevino Drive

in Pueblo West woulíj qualriy for low interest rate loans
for their homes. This is all accomplished at no cost to
the taxpayers. The oeople getting the loans pay all the
costs.

lndustry is urgently needed in Pueblo West to help
develop the tax base and bring lobs to our community.
As a City we would be in a posit¡on to issue lndustrial
Revenue Bonds to induce industry to move here. Again,
the taxpayers are not, ancl I repeat, ARE NOT paying for
these bonds. They are paid for by the industries coming
into the area and usinq the moneY.
I might point out here that the two previouslymentioned iypes of bonds that we have been discussing
provide for low interest rate rnoney to individuals and/or
companles íor constÍuction. These bond ìssues allow
lenders to place their money in a market where they do
not have to pay taxes on the intelest earned. This is why
the interest rate is reduced.
lf for no other reason than the last two we have iust

trust fund. hìghway uses trust fund

-

we now

get

money through the county on this, however. as a C¡ty we
would recerve more money and it would come directly
from the state - we would receive 50% of the funds
that we presently pay ¡nto the County's Road and Bridge
Fund.

The City would also have the ability to levy sales tax,
lodging tax and other special taxes. While I would
recommend a caref ul study be made prior to levying a
sales tax, I could see the implementation of a lodging
tax . The basic ability is there, what we choose to do

would and should be determined by the people.
Are there disadvantages to incorporation? I am sure
that there must be a few, but I can only think of one at
the present time. However, th¡s reason is also inherent
in Metropolitan Districts and, in fact, in all divisions of
government.

returned

This problem is a human problem. The people you
select to represent you in developing the Home Rule
Charter, and the people you select to represent you on
your City Council. lt is essential that you choose ex'
tremely well qualified and knowledgeable individuals.
They will have much more authority as City Councilmen

arette taxes, vehicle registration fees, conservation

than they would as District Board Members.
They need not be popular people, nor do they have to

mentioned, revenue bonds for housing and revenue
bonds for industry, it would be most worlhwhile for
Pueblo West to incorporate.
ln the State of Colorado, there are state funds that are

to municipal¡ties. These are most valuable
sources of revenue. lncluded in these funds are cig-

be good looking or need they be active in every organiza-

tion in the community.
They do have to have the knowledge and ability to
research, study and analyze the statutes, charter and

S-K Potteries &
Mold Co., Inc.

laws under which the community will be governed' They
must possess a great deal of common sense. They must

be dedicated to the betterment of the community and
the people within the community and they cannot be
prejudiced in any meaning of the word. They must
stand tall enough to be ridiculed continuously and be
big enough to have the ability to listen to their critics
with an open mind to determine if their arguments truly

275 E. Enterprise Drive
Pueblo West, Colorado 81007
Phone (303) 547-3322

have merit.
To have less than th¡s in the people representing you
is the greatest disadvantage you will be faced with. As
the power base is expanded, the importance of the individuals serving becomes greater.
Pueblo West is ready for and urgently needs to incorporate as a Home Rule City. This will only happen if you

Send a holídøy gift
from S-K Potteríes.
We'Il ship ít UPS to
a,nypla,ce ín the U.S.A.
Order aheød for those
custotrl designed gífts.

support this effort today with both your time and
energy.

We conclude our comments by saying that the one
iiem that we have not mentioned is that of IDENTITY..'
We feel that incorporation will serve us well in being
able to identify our good people by placing ouT CITY on
the MAP and in front of everyone to see.

Weekdays 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

R.W. Dick McComb
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(a former mtdwesterner)

What would lhe ultimate results be if Pueblo West
chooses to incorporate? The possibility is good that our
taxes will go up
not drastically, but still up. Therefore,
some people will probably feel that incorporation is expensive; we can't afford it. The most ¡mportant question

-

is not can we afford it, but can we afford nof

DAVIS MORTUARY, INC.
DISTINCTIVE SERVICE

to

incorporate.
Presently, Pueblo West is dependent on the Pueblo
County Commissioners for most of the decisions on our
seryices. lncorporation will make us responsible for our

1SSBROADWAY
PUEBLO, CO81004

54&1984

own police protection which could be an added

expense. As long as there are not drastic increases in serv-

ices expected, taxpayer expense won'l go up. lt's like
almost everything else; you get what you pay for. lf we
want the best police force in the state we will have to
pay for it. The point is that incorporation will force us to
decide what we want.
Probably the most important poinl to consider is, who
are the people that will govern th¡s community if we
become incorporated, and will they be qualified to make
the decisions which affect us all. Actually, the change
from a metro district to an incorporated municipality
would not greatly change the governing body. A city
counc¡l would have the respons¡bility, but it still would
be a panel of elected officials. As is often the case with
any government, qualified people are reluctant to seek
off ice because of the commitment required to do a good
job.
When I staled lo make a list of the reasons not to incorporate, I talked to someone who lives in a town that
was recently incorporated, thinking that he would know
the many negative aspects of incorporation. His list was
short. The most frequent complaint was that taxpayers
couldn't pay for the services required under incorporation. ln fact, it ended up that revenues in Winter Park,
where this person lives, were in better condition after
incorporation. For sure incorporation cannot happen
without some expense, but it does nol have to be
prohibitive.
Aside from all the questions of cost, leadership, what
services will be provided and how long will it take, one
benefit (more than likely) will be an improved image. No
longer will Pueblo West be a struggling, disorganized
subdivision in the county. lnstead, it will be a real city,
planning for the future and having the means to carry
out those plans. I can really f ind nothing negative about

Buying or selling
a home in Pueblo West?
I would be happy
to assist you.
JOE HOELT(ER
Office ruz-ilO0
Home 547-3140

Ken Reyhons Realtors
Better Homes and Gardens
Hwy 50 West
3606 50 Morris Ave.
Pueblo, Co. 81ü)8

BADGER

colrsTRUGTIOX
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WAYNE R. McKAY
EXCAVATING OF ALL KINDS
END LOADERS. BACKHOE. DUMP TRUCKS
MOBILE HOME INSTALLATION . ROCK. SAND
GRAVEL

.

DIRT

.

FILL

.

SEPTIC INSTALLATION

Knox
(mailing address)
Horne Phone 547-21OS
915 S.

86 Fabrication

(shop)

Shop Phone547.2150
Pueblo West, Colorado 81007

that.
Daryl Jacobs
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Complete Auto Repair / Engine Work
Automatic Transmissions / Air Conditioning

v
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ARE WE READY
FOR INCORPORATIOl{?

Road Service

Can our community afford incorporation? Do we have

the leadership within our community to run an incor'
porated city? What will incorporation do for us?
ln my judgment, the answer to all four of the questions most asked about incorporation ¡s yes, yes, yes'

Pueblo West
Ghevron

and yes.
Only a handf ul of our cit¡zenry understand the unique
position Pueblo West finds itself in, in regard to lax
base. A very simple explanation is that even though our
present population is approximately 3,000, there are
16,000 property ou/ners within our vast boundaries.
lherefore, the tax base and tax burden is spread over a
large number of taxpayers. As we continue to grow, our
tax base will increase, thus lowering the proportionate
share of the tax burden for each property owner' We can
afford incorporation.

14 West SPaulding at McCulloch

Arthur

Burton

547'9955

PIJIBLcwns

Pueblo West is blessed with a large number of
learned persons. As is the case in any community, the

APPLIANCE REPAIR

voting taxpayer will be faced with the decision of

tor efficient operation
of your Heating & Cooling

separating true community leaders from the individuals
who might have personal motives to slt on a city coun'
cil.
The time is right for self government. We have seen
and are experiencing a crucial time in the life of our
young community, when the developer (McOulloch Properties) has just about completed its portion of the

Appliances

CALL

547 3261 547-3574

'

DRIV€tlJRV GRRV€L LfINDSCRP€
TOPSOIL MßNUß€ ßOCH

'

development. Our Metropolitan District, which is
nothing more than a management fiasco, has now
reached a point where, due to its limited power, is

'

Gerler's

nothing more than a maintenance tool. The concept of

Metropolitan D¡stricts,

LonclscoPo

Moteriols
Quick PcrsonolSørvicc

llgl

€.

PurcøllLn.

as

def

ined in the

Special

Districts Act of 1947, has been so changed by amendments through the years that it is now nothing more
than a method land developers skillf ully use to develop
new communities and subdivisions at the taxpayers'ex'

A Metropol¡tan District is not a form of
government.
The time has come when we must start planning our
own destiny. lncorporation is the only answer. Less than
5% of the reported crimes against people and property
pense.

547-237c)

Fast, Dependable, ln'Home Service

in

ABEL TV

Pueblo West are ever solved. We have relied on

private security, the Sheriff's Department and the State
Patrol long enough. lncorporation will enable us to pro'
vide our own law enforcement. We have attempted to

286 S. Purcell Blvd.
Pueblo West
TV - Radio Sfereo'CB
One-Day Service on most sets
when brought to shop.
FOR FAST SERVICE CALL 547.2142
we're able!
At

develop our community for the past ten years using a
developer sales tool known as the Declaration of Reser'
vations, which is a civil process with very limited power.
lncorporation will provide us with our own planning and
zoning powers, which are urgently needed.
The incorporation process is not as complicated as it
might seem. For those who would take the time to study

^bet'
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the subject, I suggest you make a trip to the public
library and familiarize yourself with the Colorado Revised Statutes of 1973, Volume 12, Section 31. My study
reveals there are no incorporation experts in the State of
Colorado. There are, however, countless thousands of
incorporated communities in the United States. Let us

study the successful city charters and go forth in the
next few months and design our model city. The time is
right. We are ready to qu¡t crawling and start walking.
The benefits of incorporation over our present system
are so in depth, that much t¡me and effort must be put
forth in the next few months to point out the deta¡ls to
you, the c¡tizens and taxpayers, before you are afforded
the opportunity to vote on such an important matter. I
am sure we will all be looking forward to the next few
issues of our Pueblo West Bulletin.
Len McDaniel

GllrzExs AssocrAltoil nEETlxc

BERTRA'
\Ëå.
Trucking & Excavating
LICENSED SEPTIC INSTALLATION
BACKHOE SERVICE, TRUCKING

MOBILE HOME INSTALLATION
EXCAVATING, FOUNDAT¡ON WORK

(303)547-3933

351 Pin High Dr
Pueblo West, Colorado 81007

Get it in the Bulletin:
It you have ¡nformat¡on you need to get to
the people, do it the easy way
with the Bulletin.

Contact:

ïhe regular meet¡ng of the Pueblo West Cit¡zens
Association was called to order by Robert Faubert,
president, with approximately 60 people present.
Mr. John Tipton of Calkins, Dramer, Grimshaw and
Harrings, attorneys at law, was introduced by Bob
Faubert. The order of business was changed because
Mr. Tipton had to return to Denver after his talk.
Mr. Tipton spoke on the various facets of incorporation. The key factor in the determination of whether to
organize a mun¡cipal¡ty would be the necessity of the

entity (Pueblo West)

to

have the "powers

of

local

News

Calendar

Ads

A Metropolitan Distr¡ct has only specific statutory
ministrative ¡n nature relating to special services with
which they are charged. They have no str¡ct enforcement powers, Pueblo County holds this responsibility.
Special legislature passed House Bill 1594 which
would allow incorporation. lncluded is a 2-year limit,
which began July 1, 1979.
Slalutory Clty vs. Home Rule Cily
Statutory Cities derive their powers as granted by the
State Legislature. They are also organized along state
lines; any changes must be voted by the Leg¡slature.
Home Rule Cities form the¡r own organizat¡on and
power w¡thout interference in matters of local concern.

lf a matter is of both local and statewide concern,
charter provision and slate statutes can both co-exist. lf
there is a conflict, the courts have created a presumption of State control.
The main issue of Statutory vs. Home Rule is not one
of legislative powêr, but one of flexibility. Statutes for
cities are general in nature and this may not meet all
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RITA PISHOTTA 547-3688

JAMES BELISLE 54f.2812

-

RIVERAHITCHENS,
an
evâns PaoaucÍs comPenv
GlÐ

government."
powers and can't be granted the power of local government. The District can make regulations which are ad-

BETTY BERTRAM 547.3933

-

KITCHENS
BY MARION

/

lh"gn

Chef. h¡iltin Applicnces
Phone 547-3080

Pueblo West

A

INN
I
M
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Plaza

Pueblo West, CO 81007

Boaúing

I

Grooming

Large Selection Of
BIRDS / HAMSTERS
REGISTERED PERSIAN KITTENS
AND OTHERS

Complele Line Ol Pet Supplies
& Gift ltems
Domestic & Wild Bird Seed & Supplies

Lyndale Kennels
547.2159

needs and w¡shes of people in various cities. Generally,
cities adopt Home Rule because they want broader
financial powers. Three percent of assessed evaluat¡on
is the limit of debt for a Statutory C¡ty, there is not that
limitat¡on for a Home Rule City.

Steps required to organize: A petition signed by 150
registered electors residing in the area presented to
Pueblo County Court. At least 5% registered voters for
Home Rule. Proposed name, map and discription of ter.

ritory. Proof of inhabitants, using latest census. updated by records of County Planning Off ice. Bond set by
court to cover cost if election fails.
Estimaled average cost $8.000 min¡mum, required for
attorney's f ees. publication costs. court and f iling f ees.
The District Bond indebtedness would be absorbed

by the new municipality, the School District and
Regional Library levies would not be affected by incor.
poration. The property tax would change. lncorporation

would permit receipt

of

some Federal and State

Revenue Sharing funds.

The Metropolitan District should prepare a cost
analysis for sludy.
ln order to initiate Home Rule at the t¡me of lncorpora.
tion, the petition for lncorporation should be in the form
and meet the requirements of State Statutes. The peti.

tion requires the signature ol 5o/o of the registered
voters of the District. Upon presentation to the court,
they then appoint nine commissioners. These commissioners supervise the election. lf you vote for Home
Rule, you must also vote for 2'l commissioners to draw
up the Home Rule Charter. Within 120 days of its elec.
tion, the Commission must submit to the governing
body a proposed Charter. Within the following 30 days,
they shall publish and give notice of election to deter.
mine whether the proposed Charter shall be approved.

Any ideas or questions concerning lncorporation
should be submitted to the Bullet¡n.
The September minutes were not read but accepted
as published in the Pueblo West Bulletin. The treasurer
reported a balance of $288.98 with a membership of 85.

1. Do you know that the recent $3,490,000.00 debt
unding had nothing to do with the fact you received a
refund on your 1978 tax payment?
ref

2. Why was an emergency clause placed in the
resolution, when apparently no emergency existed?
Funds were on deposit and available for the October 1,
1979 principal and interest payments on the outstand-

ing bonds.

3. Do you know that it cost Pueblo West Metropol¡tan
D¡strict approximately $300,000.00 in commissions and

other costs

to

issue these bonds? Approximately

$250,000.00 of the above was paid to Kirchner lvloore Co.

as commission on issuance of these bonds; the remaining $50.000.00 was for costs.

4,

ls it true that the cost of
of

refunding over the

specif ¡ed period
time, will cost approximately
$2,876,000.00 more than the original payments if refund.

ing had not been instigated?

5. Do you know that this is the first of a series of
questions that will be published ¡n future issues of the
Bulletin? For the answers to these and other questions,
consult your current board meetings and "you all come,
'hear?"
Concerned citizens of Pueblo West
Paul S, Deyerle

John M, Maroni
At Land
Jack Phiilips

PARKS AIID RECREAIIOI{
Next year the ball players will have grass to play on at
Lovell Park. Grass has been planted on the outfield and
the infield has new clay. A 12 ft. warning track surround.
ing the outfield inside the fence also has new clay. A
new sprinkling system will be installed to keep the grass
green.

Under New Business il was decided to donate $30 to
the annual Kids Halloween Party.

Bud and Joan Findley, Beth and Barry Binford, and

8ob and Jane Boyce were introduced as new residents.
The meeting adjourned after which refreshments
were served.

The November 14 meeting will have Steve Albright

from the Pueblo Regional Planning Commission as
guest speaker,

WHAT DO YOU KNOW
ABOUT REFU}'DIXG?

PUEBLO WEST

BUSII|ESS ASSOC|AT|OI|
The next regular meet¡ng of the Pueblo

West

Business Association will be held on November 21 at
the Fìecreational Center and will feature a presentation

by the Small Business Commission of the Pueblo
Chamber of Commerce. This should be of interest to all
businesses.ìn Pueblo West.
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