August 28, 2018
Follow us on social media
Dear Pueblo West Residents,
The Public Works Department completed the 2018 annual chip seal project for 13 miles of roads (see list in report). Chip sealing
was completed with construction signs stating “LOOSE GRAVEL” throughout. The project was also implemented with proper
traffic control devices and staff throughout the process. Pueblo County did an excellent job in assisting Pueblo West during this
year’s 13 mile project.
The Parks and Recreation Department initiated the 2018 football season this weekend with 311 kids. Games will be played on
the Lacrosse field at the high school. Adult softball league is also at maximum capacity and will begin the week of August 27. As
part of the completion of swimming season, the Department also drained the swimming pool and will begin power washing
locker rooms, decks, and concession in the next few weeks. The Department will also start the outdoor soccer season in a
couple of weeks.
The Fire Department has invited the community to attend the “Dinner with the Firefighters” on September 11th from 5:00
PM to 7:00 PM at Fire Station 1. This event is intended to remember and honor those first responders and civilians who lost
their lives on 9/11, so please join us and thank your local firefighters who protect you every day. Food will be provided by the
Pueblo West Firefighters Association.
The Utilities Department replaced the scum pit A valve at Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP). The valve has been causing
disruptions in clarifier A inhibiting its ability to be used at full-potential. On August 15th Parker Excavating performed the
removal of concrete around the clarifier, dug the valve up and replaced it. The valve was found to have failed part way open
and was stuffed full of rags. Rags are an accumulation of cloth material often found in the wastewater process.
The District continues to collect payments for Marijuana Excise Tax on retail marijuana cultivation transfers at the rate of 3%
(2% in 2017). This month, there were a total of 17 facilities that paid just over $17,200 in excise tax. Year to date for 2018, the
District has collected just over $146,500 in Excise Tax compared to $83,500 for the same time frame in 2017.
Sincerely,
Darrin Tangeman
District Manager
Pueblo West Metropolitan District

Parks and Recreation Department:
We will begin our football season this weekend with 311 kids. They will play on the Lacrosse field at the high school.
Adult softball league is full and will begin the week of August 27. This week we are borrowing a mower from streets and
roads to try and mow some of the areas along the trails we have not been able to get to. We also drained the swimming
pool and in the next couple of weeks will be power washing locker rooms, decks, and concession. We will start outdoor
soccer in a couple of weeks and then begin our next registration process. We had a Citizens Advisory Committee meeting
on Wednesday, August 22.
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Public Works Department:
2018 Chip Seal Project
There is still some finishing work to be performed, but the roads are still posted with “loose gravel” warning signs.
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Committee of Architecture and Community Development:

Finance Department:
Marijuana Excise Tax: The District continues to collect payments for excise tax on retail marijuana cultivation

transfers at the rate of 3%. A 2% tax was collected in 2017. This month, there were a total of 17 facilities that
paid just over $17,200 in excise tax. So far in 2018 just over $146,500 has been collected in Excise Tax
compared to $83,500 for the same time frame in 2017.
- 36 State Licensed Facilities in July
- 17 Paying Facilities in July
- 5 Facilities we are still waiting to receive Return and/or payment for July
- 9 Zero Returns in July
- 5 State Licensed Only Facilities (Still waiting for County License so these facilities are not required to file a
Return)
$25,000 Report:
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Fire Department:
Firefighters remain busy answering normal calls for service. Fortunately, our recent weather patterns have given us some
much-needed moisture and have lessened our risk for wildfires. Residents should still be careful regarding controlled
burns on their property.
School District 70 is back in full swing. Division Chief Davidson and our crews have already been on site at our Pueblo
West schools. Fire inspections and fire drills are underway. As in past years, our department will be very active with each
school, not only to provide the required drills but to promote fire safety education and interact with our children as much
as we can.
Annual ladder testing of all department aerial and ground ladders have been completed for the year. Annual testing of
the departments breathing apparatus was also just completed.
Finally, we would like the community to know that we would like to invite them to have “Dinner with the Firefighters” on
September 11th from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM at Fire Station 1. While remembering and honoring those first responders and
civilians who lost their lives on 9/11, come to join us and thank your local firefighters who protect you every day. Food is
provided by our Pueblo West Firefighters Association.

Utilities Department:
Tract 220 and Lift Station #3 (States Avenue) Linear Infrastructure
Construction is continuing.
Scum Pit A Valve Replacement at Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP)
For approximately 15 years the valve on scum pit A at the WWTP has been malfunctioning. This caused disruptions in
clarifier A and that treatment train. Fortunately, the clarifiers are run in series so the disruption was minor but a
nuisance because clarifier A wasn’t used at its highest potential. Rich Fabbro, WW Treatment Manager, is always looking
for efficiencies and effective use of the WWTP. On August 15th Parker Excavating performed the removal of concrete
around the clarifier, dug the valve up and replaced it. The valve was found to have failed part way open and was stuffed
full of rags. Rags are an accumulation of cloth material often found in the wastewater process. The new step screen
installed last year is doing a better job of removing those. Pictures of the project follow.
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Sincerely,
Darrin K. Tangeman
District Manager
Pueblo West Metropolitan District
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